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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of another half term, | want to thank all the school staff,
volunteers (including our local governors) and parents/carers for their continued
support to the children here at St. Joseph’s. Itis true that a whole community is needed
to raise a child and that is real in terms of the many different people who contribute to
the lives of the children here at St. Joseph’s. Thank you.

You will have received written notification this afternoon about the exciting news of the
appointment of the two new senior leaders (Principal and Vice Principal) who will be
leading St. Joseph’s from September. Congratulations to both Mrs Brocklesby and Mrs
Freitas.

We also welcomed a visit from one of our local PCSOs in response to a member of the
public who contacted the school last Friday to report that a pupil from St. Joseph’s had
been seen crossing a road dangerously nearby. If your child has been given permission
to walk home, then please remind them to use the designated crossing points and also
discuss the route they take home to ensure that this is as safe as possible. Duty of care is
passed onto parents at the end of the school day when permission has been granted for
children to walk home.

We look forward to welcoming back our children to the final half term of the year which
will be focused around transition and in preparing the children for the next steps in their

educational journey here at St. Joseph’s or at another setting.

Enjoy a wonderful, peaceful and well-rested half term break (and the
good weather expected too0).

Take care and God bless.

Mr Carry
Principal
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Reading Matters \/

Reading with your child for just 10 minutes, three times a week,
can make a huge difference to their confidence, fluency and
overall progress in school.

These short, regular reading sessions help children develop
important skills such as understanding, vocabulary and
expression, while also building a love of reading.

We understand that family life can be busy, but hearing your
child read at home is one of the most valuable ways you can
support their learning. Without regular practice at home,
children can fall behind and their progress may slow.

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child grow
into a confident and successful reader.

Absence

If your child is going to be absent due to illness, parents should
contact the office by 9.30am.

Leave of Absence Requests - Exceptional Circumstances

The law does not grant parents the automatic right to take their
child out of school during term time. In line with DfE expectations
only very exceptional circumstances will warrant an authorised
leave of absence.

The school will review each application individually, considering
the specific facts and circumstances and relevant background
context behind the request.

The request must be made by the parent with whom the child
normally lives, and permission must be sought in advance.

Attendance during Equivalent Days Equivalent Sessions Equivalent Weeks
one school year Absent Absent Absent
100% 0 days 0 sessions 0 weeks
95% 9 days 18 Sessions 2 weeks
90% 19 days 38 Sessions 4 weeks
85% 29 days 58 Sessions 6 weeks
80% 38 days 72 Sessions 8 weeks
75% 48 days 96 Sessions 10 weeks
70% 57 days 114 Sessions 11.5 weeks
B65% 67 days 134 Sessions 13.5 weeks

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.



Celebration of the
Word of God

This Sunday marks the end of the season of Eastertide which is the 50 day
celebration from Easter Sunday to the feast of Pentecost.

This is the feast of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church — a gift which we
now receive at Baptism, Confirmation and at Mass.

Pentecost is not just a historical event. The Holy Spirit is alive and active
today. Each of you choose one of the following qualities that you would like
to ask the Holy Spirit for today: Courage, Joy, Peace, Patience, Gentleness,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness or Self-Control.

As the Church prepares to celebrate Pentecost Sunday, let’s be open to
receiving the many priceless gifts which the Holy Spirit offers to enrich our
lives.

Simply repeating the words ‘Come, Holy Spirit’ is a great prayer to say at
Pentecost, and also each day throughout the year.

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.



Gifts of God Awards

Discipleship | Am a Clever Catholic Social Promoting

Grateful & Writer Teaching Reading for

Generous Dignity of Work Pleasure
Year 1 Lilith Olivia Patrick Benjamin
Year 2 Rosie Polly Mason Mhinduroyashe
Year 3 Freya Olivia Roux Laney
Year 4 Aliza Lydia Aiden Finn
Year 5 Lorelai Imogen Jacob Dorian
Year 6 Theodora B | Dexter & Aaron Billie Isobel

Weekly Attendance Trophy

Congratulations to Year 3 for the best
class attendance this week at 98.91%!

House Points Weekly Winner

Congratulations to St. Sebastian for
gaining the most points this week.
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Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.
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— Ice Lollies

Available at St Joseph's from

Tuesday 2nd June

Mini Vinnies will be selling ice lollies
from 2:55pm at the front of the school.

The money raised will be donated to a charity chosen
by the Mini Vinnies. Thank you for your support!




Wild school holiday fun s

Don't get bored in the school holidays - try our fun nature activities instead! %

wildlife
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1. vou'll need a window box [or You will need water-based
two if you've got space) with paints. brushes. sugar paper.
drainage holes. marker pen and plenty of

2. Use peat free compost in newspaper to cover your table.
your window bax. Y. Folda piece of sugar paper
3. Stock up on pollinator- - m:t[as if "::“E acard) and
friendly plants that are opan

suitable for window boxes. 2. Paint the shape of butterfly

Chose from lavender. thyme, wings on one half. Fold the paper
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d. when the butterfly wings are
dry, add a body and antennae
with a marker pen.

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.



What's on in the com'mg weeks
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Half Tes

Join us at
Droitwich Spa
Heritage Centre
for EREE half term
crafts.

27th - 30th
May 2026

No booking
necessary just pop
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. ROWAN -
SUPPORTING ROWAN AND HIS FAMILY

Rowan, a much-loved local boy, has recently been diagnosed with leukaemia.
We are raising funds to support his family with the ongoing costs
of hospital travel, food, and daily expenses during his treatment
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L welcome — Fun for all the family!

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT ROWAN AND HIS FAMILY

S
Scala Festival of Play
Saturday 23rd May, 10am - Spm (free & drop-in)

Lego® Club:

Every Saturday, 10:00 - 11:30am (free & drop-in)

Elmer Day:

Saturday 23" May 11:30am - 3pm (free & drop-in)

Rat-a-tat Tales: . B
Every Saturday & Sunday, 11am & 3pm (free & drop-in) e ‘ip';‘ L]
Wacky Wednesday: . Gy
Every Wednesday, 13:30 - 3:00pm (free & drop-in) [ ] e
Family Film: <.
Wednesday 27th May,10am and 1pm {free & drop-in) @
Author Storytimes - Daisy Merle /
Thursday 28" May, 10am & 11:30am (Free & drop-in) = .
Story Carousel 8

Thursday 28th May, Zpm-2:45pm (Free & drop-in)

TheHive

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.



UPCOMING DATES FOR THE DIARY

SUNDAY 24™ MAY
Solemnity of Pentecost and Day of Prayer for the Church

MONDAY 1°T JUNE
Start of summer term 2 - children to arrive at 8.30am

TUESDAY 2"° JUNE
Year 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation at Sacred Heart Church (10.30am)
Year 3 First Holy Communion Meeting 3 for Parents at Sacred Heart Church (6.30pm)

TUESDAY 9™ JUNE
Year 3 First Holy Communion Practice at Sacred Heart Church (6.30pm)

THURSDAY 11™ JUNE
KS2 Mass at Sacred Heart Church (9.15am)

SATURDAY 11™ JUNE
Year 3 Sacrament of First Holy Communion at Sacred Heart Church (1lam)

MONDAY 15™ JUNE
Year 5 Class Assembly (2.30pm)

SUNDAY 21°" JUNE
Father’'s Day

TUESDAY 23%° JUNE
New Reception Parent Induction Meeting (pm)
Class Photo’s

FRIDAY 26™ JUNE
School INSET Day - school is closed to all pupils on this day

w/c MONDAY 29™ JUNE
Bikeability programme for Year 5

MONDAY 29™ JUNE
Local Governing Body Meeting 6

w/c MONDAY 6™ JULY
Pre School and Reception Sports Day - Monday (9.15am)
School Games Day (Sports Day) for KS1 (9am) and KS2 10.30am - Thursday

] WEDNESDAY 8™ JULY
.. Rock Steady Concert (9.30am)

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness.
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